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SPEAKER OF THE  ASSEM BLY

October 14, 1999

Dear Fellow Californians:

The first year of the 1999-2000 session of the California Legislature has been one of the most
productive in many years.

On the dawn of a new millennium, a Democratic-controlled Legislature and a Democratic Governor
worked together to build a solid foundation for the next century. I cannot remember a session when as
much time and energy were focused on reinvesting in the people and infrastructure of California.

The Legislature’s most significant accomplishments in 1999 include:

• The first on-time budget in over a decade;
• Landmark education reform legislation and $2.6 billion in additional school funding;
• The largest park bond in US history, and bonds for water storage, pollution and flood control,

libraries, and crime labs;
• Significant HMO reforms;
• Reforms in the child support collection process;
• Reforms in California’s nursing home industry;
• Restoration of mandatory pay for overtime and increased workers’ compensation benefits;
• Continued get-tough-on-crime initiatives and steps to make our schools safer;
• A ban on the sale of certain assault weapons and unsafe “Saturday Night Specials,” and a

requirement for safety locks on guns;
• Protections for older workers from employment-based age discrimination;
• Mandating that workers can use sick leave to care for an ill family member;  and
• Expanded anti-discrimination protections in employment and in our educational institutions.

I hope that this year’s efforts will only be a beginning in re-building the infrastructure, economy and
educational system that will prepare California for the next century.

Sincerely,

ANTONIO R. VILLARAIGOSA
Speaker of the Assembly

P.S. The following pages summarize important legislation passed by the Assembly. Some of these measures
are pending in the Senate and will be taken up next year.
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THE 1999-2000 STATE BUDGET
(SB 160)

An On-Time Budget.
The Legislature passed the budget to the Governor
on June 16th – the earliest since 1986.  The 1999
budget is the first one signed by the Governor
before the July 1st deadline in over a decade.  The
on-time budget shows the powerful effect of
cooperation between the Legislature and the
Governor’s Office.

A Responsible Budget.
The 1999 budget has a “rainy day” fund in excess
of $1 billion.  This fund is to be used in the event of
unanticipated problems, including natural disasters,
revenue shortfalls or other unforeseeable events.
It is the largest “rainy day” fund set aside by any
Legislature in this decade.  In addition, the 1999
budget fully funds the state’s responsibilities for
schools, universities and health and social services
programs.

A Budget for the Future.
The budget invests over $150 million for the
acquisition and preservation of the state’s natural
resources.  This is the largest budget appropriation
made for these purposes in the 1990’s.  The
budget also provides $425 million to begin
rebuilding the state’s infrastructure, which has been
the critical underpinning of California’s economic
development.

Budget Provides Tax Relief.
The budget provides for a $500 million ($250
million in 99-00) tax cut in the Vehicle License Fee
as well as reductions in a number of other taxes.

AGRICULTURE

AB  555 (Reyes) – Farm labor transportation.
Strengthens the safety regulations governing farm
labor transportation vehicles by requiring the Labor
Commissioner to provide the California Highway
Patrol with a list of all registered farm labor vehicles
on a quarterly basis. Extends the inspection liability
for farm labor vehicles to vehicle owners and farm
labor contractors and increases fines for violations
of inspection requirements for farm labor vehicles.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB  593 (Strom-Martin) – Farmers’ markets.
Protects the integrity of farmers’ markets and
assures consumers that the high quality of fresh
fruits, nuts and vegetables they have come to
expect will be preserved by strengthening the
certification program for farmers’ markets and
producers. Makes permanent the advisory board
and establishes a fee paid by farmers and markets
to CDFA.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB  1165 (Florez) – Farm labor vehicles.
Requires that any farm labor vehicle be equipped
with safety belts. Requires the operator of a farm
labor vehicle to request the scheduling of the
currently required safety inspection by the
California Highway Patrol. Requires the CHP to
develop an "800" telephone number system to
report farm labor vehicle safety-related violations.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB  1228 (Committee on Agriculture) – Pest
eradication.
Authorizes CDFA to develop work plans and
disburse funds to reimburse counties for high-risk
pest exclusion and noxious weed programs and
sunsets this authority on July 1, 2001.  Makes
permanent the ability of county agricultural
commissioners to enter into "mutual aid
agreements" to share staff and equipment with
other counties.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.
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AB  1229 (Committee on Agriculture) –
Agricultural land.
Allows additional public entities (resource
conservation districts, regional parks, open space
districts) to apply for grants and hold easements
under the California Farmland Conservancy
Program.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB  1232 (Committee on Agriculture) – Pierce's
Disease.
Establishes criteria for the Secretary of CDFA to
disperse $1.5M funding during the next three years
to research Pierce’s Disease, a bacterial infection
that is lethal to grapevines and threatens
California’s wine and tablegrape industries. Also
authorizes the Secretary of CDFA to appoint a
Pierce’s Disease Advisory Task Force.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB  1258 (Strom-Martin) – Agricultural
homestays.
Provides for the regulation of overnight agricultural
homestays, in which visitors stay on an active farm,
observing or taking part in farm-related activities.
Farm owners would be subject to regulations
similar to bed and breakfast operators.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB  1474 (Cardoza) – Livestock carriers.
Exempts from specified limitations, relative to
highway access to terminals on State Highway 101,
licensed carriers of livestock. Exempts vehicles
owned by Indian tribes and used exclusively within
the tribe’s boundaries from any fees other than
registration.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB  1548 (Cardoza) –Food Safety.
Establishes requirements for the Department of
Health Services and local health officers to inspect
new and registered food processing facilities.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB  1571 (Villaraigosa)- Air pollution reduction.
Creates the Carl Moyer Memorial Air Standards
Attainment Program that provides grants to
farmers, truckers and others to replace or retrofit

older diesel engines with clean-burning units.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.
AB  1645 (Committee on Agriculture) –
Agricultural education.
Requires the Department of Education, in
consultation with the State Agricultural Advisory
Committee, to establish a non-mandatory
comprehensive agricultural education program for
prekindergarten, kindergarten, and grades 1-12.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

CONSUMER PROTECTION

AB 585 (Floyd) - Driver's license renewal:  mail.
Provides relief to a motorist who has sent in his or
her driver’s license renewal form and fee on time
but is sanctioned by a law enforcement officer
during the period after the motorist’s license has
expired and before the arrival of the renewed
license from the DMV.
Status:  Vetoed by Governor.

AB 143 (Calderon) - Transmission of money
abroad:  fees and commissions.
Imposes restrictions on businesses that transmit
money abroad to protect consumers who send
funds to relatives in other countries.  Requires
disclosure of exchange rates and restricts fees and
surcharges.
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.

AB 531 (Soto) – Service stations.
Requires that air and water services be made
available at no cost to service station customers
who purchase fuel and that they place a sign
regarding these services.  Creates a specified
enforcement system by which consumers may
report complaints via a toll-free number.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 535 (Reyes) - Telecommunications:
services. Prohibits local exchange carriers that
automatically provide custom calling services on a
pay-per-use basis from providing such service to a
subscriber unless the subscriber agreed to sign up
for the service by returning a prepaid postcard to
the carrier.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.
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AB 659 (Wiggins) - Point-of-sale stations.
Requires retailers that use price scanners to pay
customers who provide evidence that they were
overcharged.  The payment would be the amount
of the overcharge plus an additional amount equal
to 10 times the overcharge, not to exceed $7.50.
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.

AB 850 (Torlakson) – Amusement ride safety.
Establishes a program for the regulation of
permanent amusement rides, including the
adoption of regulations for installation,
maintenance, operation and inspections of rides,
record-keeping, accident reporting, and financial
responsibility requirements.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 1290 (Davis) - Lemon law expansion.
Expands the period of time within which a motor
vehicle may be determined to be a “lemon” to 18
months or 18,000 miles, whichever occurs first.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB  1509 (Machado) - Credit cards: marketing
information.
Requires credit card issuers to notify cardholders
of their right to demand that the credit card
company not release personal information about
the cardholder.
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.

SB  926 (Speier) – Consumer privacy.
Prohibits supermarkets from requesting or
requiring a customer to provide a driver’s license
number or social security number to obtain a
supermarket club card unless the card is also a
check cashing card.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TAX RELIEF

AB 10 (Correa) -  Minimum franchise tax.
Eliminates the $800 minimum franchise tax for the
first two years for all new companies that are in
business. Current law requires a minimum
franchise tax of $800 per year, except that new
corporations with gross receipts of less than $1

million must pay $300 in the first two years of
business.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.
AB 61 (Cardoza) - Rural Development Export
Act.
Establishes within the California Office of Export
Development a rural manufacturing and service
export program known as the Rural Export
Strategy. Requires California’s overseas trade
offices to train their staff to be more knowledgeable
about the products and services available from
rural areas.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 180 (Havice) - Trade and commerce:
appropriation.
Requires the Trade and Commerce Agency to
develop a statewide alliance of public-private trade
development organizations to undertake the
development of trade opportunities in the state.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 358 (Wildman) - 10% tax credit:  motion
picture and television production.
Authorizes a refundable income and bank and
corporation tax credit for the qualified costs in the
production, development or distribution of motion
picture and television productions.
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.

AB 404 (Kuehl) – Frank Capra estate.
Authorizes the Frank Capra estate to donate
property to the state in lieu of paying estate taxes.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 473 (Hertzberg) – Extension of sunset date
on the Manufacturers' Investment Credit.
Eliminates the sunset date on the Manufacturers’
Investment Credit of January 1, 2001 or on January
1 of any year thereafter, if total employment in
manufacturing has not increased by 100,000 jobs
since January 1, 1994.
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.

AB 580 (Firebaugh) -  California-Mexico trade.
Requires the California Trade and Commerce
Agency to contract with the University of California
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for an annual study to identify trade and investment
growth potential between California and Mexico.
Status: Vetoed by the Governor.



�����/HJLVODWLYH�+LJKOLJKWV�²�)LQDO�5HSRUW

�����/HJLVODWLYH�$FFRPSOLVKPHQWV ���������������6SHDNHU·V�2IILFH�RI��0HPEHU�6HUYLFHV 3DJH�5

AB 563 (Honda)  - Sales taxes: pet adoptions.
Provides a sales tax exemption for all pet adoption
fees charged by local government animal shelters
and nonprofit animal welfare organizations.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 1080 (Villaraigosa) – Credit for
contributions to a community development
corporation.
Provides a 50% tax credit for donations of over
$25,000, but less than $1 million, to community
development corporations.  This credit would be in
lieu of a tax deduction.
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.

AB 1120 (Havice) - Small business stock capital
gains relief.
Deletes the sunset date for California’s small
business stock capital gains tax exemption
program.  This program provides that 50% of any
capital gains generated by the sale of qualified
stock is tax exempt if the stock has been held by
the investor for a period of 5 years or longer.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 1121 (Nakano) - 10% Vehicle License Fee
cut.
Reduces the VLF by an additional 10% for one
year commencing January 1, 2000, a tax cut worth
approximately $500 million for the full year.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 1140 (Villaraigosa) – Income threshold for
filing income tax return.
Requires the Franchise Tax Board to increase the
income threshold to include the effect of the
dependent credit and the senior credit.  This will
eliminate the need for 400,000 Californians to file
an income tax return.
Status Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 1208 (Revenue and Taxation Committee) –
Federal conformity bill.
Conforms state personal income and bank and
corporation tax provisions to federal law. Adopts
changes made to federal law in 1998.
Status: Passed by Assembly, pending in Senate.

AB 1289 (Baugh) & AB 1107 (Cedillo) - Self-
employed health insurance deduction.
Increases the percentage of health insurance costs
that self-employed individuals may deduct from
their taxable income to conform to federal law.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 1371 (Granlund) – Authorizes City of Yucca
Valley to impose a sales tax.
Authorizes Yucca Valley to impose a sales tax of
0.25%, or increments thereof, up to 1 percent for
transportation and parks.  The tax would require a
2/3 vote of the people.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 1392 (Hertzberg) – Posting of bond.
Allows a taxpayer to post a bond, rather than
paying  the amount of disputed tax, prior to
challenging an assessment in court.
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.

AB 1464 (Florez) - Rural Economic
Development
Establishes the California Rural Development
Council for the purpose of improving the quality of
life for rural Californians.  The Council will be a 21-
member appointed board and seek entrance into
the federal National Rural Partnership Program
administered by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 1564 (Strom-Martin) - Rural Economic
Development
Establishes the California Rural Policy Task Force
within the Governor’s Office of Planning and
Research to work with HCD to study the process
for disbursing community development block grant
funds, and will report annually to the Legislature.
Establishes the Rural California Technical
Assistance Program in the Trade and Commerce
Agency to contract with public or private nonprofit
organizations provide technical assistance to local
governments and tribal governments.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.
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AB 1616 (Havice) - International trade
strategies.
Requires the Office of Economic Research within
the Trade and Commerce Agency to conduct an
annual study of other states’ tax and international
trade strategies for attracting and retaining
business.
Status: Signed into law by  the Governor.

AB 1636 (Knox) – Senior citizens’ property tax
deferral.
Adds houseboats and floating homes to the
definition of "residential dwelling" for purposes of
the Senior Citizens’ Property Tax Deferral
Program.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 1637 (Revenue and Taxation Committee) –
Sales tax exemption for youth groups.
Provides a partial sales tax exemption for items
sold intermittently by non-profit youth groups.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

SB  164 (Johnston) – Reparations payments by
Canadian government to persons of Japanese
ancestry interned during World War II.
Excludes from taxable income payments made by
the Canadian government to persons of Japanese
ancestry interned there during World War II.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

SB 603 (Speier) – Credit card payments.
Requires state agencies that accept credit cards to
provide information to the public on how to pay by
credit card.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

SB 688 (Burton) – Grants 25% VLF offset to
internationally registered vehicles.
Provides that the 25% reduction in the VLF for the
1999 registration year shall apply to internationally
registered vehicles for payments made in 1998 for
the 1999 registration year.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor

SB 705 (Sher) – Research & development
credit.

Increases the research and development credit,
from 11% to 12% of the excess of the qualified
research expenses over a specified percentage of
the taxpayer’s average annual gross receipts for
the four preceding income years.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

SB 934 (Burton) -  State-chartered credit
unions.
Provides a specific exemption from the bank and
corporation tax for state-chartered credit unions.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

EDUCATION

AB 1X (Villaraigosa) - Teacher peer assistance.
The first statewide peer assistance and review
program for teachers in the nation, the measure
ensures all school districts provide support and
professional development for teachers who
volunteer or are referred as a result of an
unsatisfactory evaluation.  The program will be
developed at the local level in conjunction with
representatives of certificated employees.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 2X (Mazzoni) – Education.
Establishes six Governor’s initiatives in the areas of
K-12 reading instruction and preparation of
teachers and school principals. Appropriates a total
of $75 million from the General Fund in support of
these programs.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

SB 1X (Alpert) – School accountability.
By implementing a statewide system of
accountability for schools, this bill provides: (1) A
program targeted to low-performing schools, based
on an academic performance index to assist these
schools in reaching a locally established growth
target for success. Matching funds are provided to
the schools.   Sanctions are imposed on schools
that do not reach locally established goals. (2) A
program to provide financial and other rewards to
schools that demonstrate substantial improvement
in student academic achievement.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.
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SB 2X (O'Connell) – High school exit exam.
Establishes a high school exit exam that pupils
must pass starting in 2004 in order to graduate.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 2 (Alquist) – Personal income taxes:
educational assistance.
Allows taxpayers to exclude up to $2,625 in
employer-provided graduate education expenses
from taxable income to improve the
competitiveness of California’s high-tech
companies and promote the state’s economic
development.
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.

The 1999-2000 education budget.
Provides:
• A $2.6 billion increase over 1998-99 funding.
• $455 million in discretionary funding for local

school district priorities.
• $134 million for additional textbooks.
• $144 million for deferred maintenance.
• Increased funding for class size reduction in

high school classes.
• Lowered student fees in higher education

institutions by 5%.
• $23.4 million for outreach programs to

increase student diversity in higher education.

AB 31 (Reyes) - Teacher training: rural areas.
Expands the Assumption Program of Loans for
Education(APLE) beginning in 2000-01 to provide
loan assumptions to students who agree to teach in
rural areas.  The current APLE program assumes
student loans for students who agree to teach in
urban areas.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 33 (Soto) – Parent/teacher involvement.
Enacts the Nell Soto Parent/Teacher Involvement
Grant Program, the Theresa P. Hughes Family-
School Partnership Award and Grant Program, and
the Tom Hayden Community Based Parent
Involvement Grant Program.  These grant
programs provide teacher stipends and home visits
or community meetings, family outreach activities,
and offer parent training courses to further involve
parents in their children’s education.

Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 38 (Washington) – Counseling.
Provides the criteria by which a school district
governing board may develop a plan for the
establishment of a comprehensive educational
counseling and guidance program for grades K-12.
Provides state support to districts that adopt grade-
comprehensive guidance and counseling
programs.
Status: Vetoed by the Governor.

AB 56 (Mazzoni) – Evaluation of programs for
English learners.
Requires a long-term evaluation of programs for
English learners enacted subsequent to passage of
Proposition 227.  The evaluation will provide the
state and local education agencies with information
on programs that are successful in teaching
English learners English and the curriculum.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 116 (Mazzoni) - Basic instructional
materials.
Restricts the use of commercial brand names and
logos in school textbooks.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 117 (Mazzoni) – Commercialism in schools
Requires a public hearing, competitive bidding, and
a district policy before school districts can enter into
exclusive contracts for carbonated beverages.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 192 (Scott) - Teacher cadet program.
Requires the CA Center on Teaching Careers to
develop and operate the California Teacher Cadet
Program for the purpose of introducing high school
pupils to the teaching profession.
Status: Vetoed by  the Governor.

AB 335 (Mazzoni) – Class size reduction
program: retired teachers.
Allows retired teachers who return to active
teaching to keep earning retirement benefits if they
are employed to reduce class sizes in grades K-3.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.
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AB 387 (Wildman) – School Facilities: Site
Contamination
Establishes a process, prior to the acquisition of a
school-site, to determine whether it poses a health
threat to children.  In addition, the measure
establishes procedures for insuring appropriate
toxic contamination remediation of the school-site.
Also permits a school district with a site that meets
an environmental hardship criteria to apply to the
State Allocation Board for site acquisition funding
prior to  having construction plans approved by the
Division of the State Architect and the State
Department of Education.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 422 (Steinberg) – Textbooks for disabled.
Requires textbook publishers to provide electronic
versions of textbooks or instructional materials to
be transcribed or converted for use by persons with
disabilities when the materials are needed as part
of a course at the University of California, the
California State University, or the California
Community Colleges.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 434 (Aroner) - Student aid:  emancipated
foster youth.
Establishes the Cal Grant F program administered
by the Student Aid Commission, to provide higher
education financial assistance for four years to
foster youth after they emancipate from the foster
care system. County welfare departments are
required to notify in writing all foster youth ages 16
to 19 of their eligibility for the grant program.
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.

AB 537 (Kuehl) – Sexual orientation.
Provides that it is the policy of the state to afford all
persons in public school and postsecondary
institutions equal rights and opportunities in the
educational institutions of the state, regardless of
their sexual orientation.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 558 (Jackson) – Domestic violence
instruction.
Authorizes age-appropriate instruction in domestic
violence prevention.

Status: Vetoed by the Governor.
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AB  566 (Havice) – Safe schools.
Allows After School Learning and Safe
Neighborhoods Partnerships Programs to operate
off-campus.  Allows programs to be conducted at a
community park or recreation area, if the area is
adjacent to the school site.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 578 (Honda) – Domestic violence training.
Requires domestic violence and sexual assault
training for teachers.
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.

AB  630 (Cardenas) – Honors courses.
Prohibits a school district from designating a
course as an "Honors" course, unless it is accepted
as such by the University of California.
Status: Vetoed by the Governor.

AB 666 (Romero) - Student financial assistance.
Establishes the California Youth Service
Scholarship Program, for high school students to
accumulate up to $2,000 worth of community
service hours that may be redeemed as a college
scholarship.  Every 100 hours of community
service translates into $500 in scholarship money.
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.

AB  908 (Alquist) -  Gender equity training.
Establishes a gender equity training program for
teachers, and requires the Commission on Teacher
Credentialing to survey teacher training programs
and adopt or revise standards relating to gender
equity training.
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.

AB  910 (Washington) – Library materials
funding.
Appropriates $1 million to the State Superintendent
of Public Instruction to fund the acquisition of
school library materials.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 961 (Steinberg) - Challenged-School
Teacher Attraction and Retention Program.
Establishes the Challenged-School Teacher
Attraction and Retention Program.  Provides
funding to schools with the highest percent of

students from low-income families and other
predictors of low student performance, such as the
lack of fully qualified teachers or high rates of pupil
mobility.
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.

AB  968 (Ducheny) – Biotechnology research.
Expresses legislative intent to provide financial
support to the California State University Program
for Education and Research in Biotechnology at a
level that will maintain and enhance its role in the
preparation of the workforce in this industry.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 1008 (Honda) - Dropout prevention.
Establishes the Dropout Prevention and Recovery
Reform Act to provide supportive services to K-12
pupils who are at risk of dropping out of school.
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.

AB 1026 (Mazzoni) – English learner programs
and parental rights.
Requires schools to notify parents of their rights
under Proposition 227 and requires schools to
identify English learner academic needs when they
transition them to the regular English classroom.
Districts are required to provide any supplemental
language or academic support necessary for
success. Also requires that school development
plans identify strategies for ensuring that there are
a sufficient number of teachers trained to teach
English learners in the school.
Status: Vetoed by the Governor.

AB 1113 (Florez) – School safety.
Creates the “School Safety and Violence
Prevention Act.”  Provides $100 million for flexible
school safety block grants for grades 8-12 to be
used for school safety equipment, trained school
counselors, cooperative agreements with law
enforcement, or other school safety needs.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 1114 (Steinberg) – Teacher performance
incentives.
Provides $50 million for one-time bonuses for
teachers in low-performing schools in which
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student achievement increases substantially over
the prior school year.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 1117 (Calderon) - Teacher salaries.
Provides $50 million as incentive funding for school
districts to increase the starting salaries of fully
credentialed teachers up to $32,000 per year.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB  1136 (Strom-Martin) – School safety.
Requires any new school funded from the state
school facilities program after January 1, 2000, to
include a telephone connection in each classroom.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 1242 (Lempert) – Teacher credentialing.
Expands, for a five-year period, the ways by which
an individual can qualify for a single subject
teaching credential. Allows school districts to
"sponsor" for a credential individuals who have: a
degree, at least five years of full-time equivalent
experience in the field and passed CBEST.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 1282 (Jackson) – Teacher testing.
Requires the Commission on Teacher
Credentialing to make improvements to increase
access to the state basic skills proficiency tests and
to improve exam-related services provided to
candidates for teaching credentials.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 1498 (Ducheny) - Outdoor science
programs.
Adds goals for residential outdoor science
programs or classes, commonly referred to as
“science camps,” and provides funding for
disadvantaged public school students to attend the
program.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 1570 (Villaraigosa) – Students’ progress.
Requires California Postsecondary Education
Commission (CPEC) to develop and maintain its
comprehensive postsecondary database to support
longitudinal studies of individual students as they
progress through the State’s postsecondary

education system.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.
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AB  1594 (Florez) – Hepatitis A.
Adds hepatitis A to the list of diseases that require
documentation of immunization prior to admission
to a elementary or secondary school, child care
center, day nursery, nursery school, family day
care home, or development center.
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.

SB 410 (Escutia) – Remedial programs.
Modifies the summer school and after school
programs to ensure that remedial programs are
available for every child needing the additional
instruction.
Status: Vetoed by the Governor.

SB 645 (Burton) – Agency shop.
Amends the Higher Education Employee Relations
Act to require the implementation of a mandatory
“fair share” or “agency shop” fee for all employees
of the California State University and University of
California system who are members of a collective
bargaining unit.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

SB 1041 (Vasconcellos) - School breakfast
programs.
Requires school sites, where specified numbers of
students are eligible for free or reduced-priced
meals through the federal school lunch program, to
offer a breakfast program for students.
Status: Vetoed by  the Governor.

ELECTIONS

AB 164 (Romero) - Voter registration: university
and college campuses.
Requests the University of California Regents, and
requires the California State University Trustees
and the board of governors of each community
college district to direct campus officials to
distribute a voter registration form to each newly-
admitted student, and requires campus officials to
make voter registration materials available at
central campus locations.
Status: Vetoed by the Governor.

AB  709 (Cardenas) – Election day hours
extended.
Requires polling places to be kept open an
additional hour on election day and close at 9:00
p.m. instead of 8:00 p.m.
Status: Vetoed by the Governor.

AB 1094 (Hertzberg) - Voter registration.
Permits qualified citizens to register to vote on
Election Day.
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.

AB  1426 (Shelley) – Absentee voters.
Authorizes absent voters to designate any person
as the voter’s authorized representative to return
the ballot to the elections official. Requires
elections officials to notify applicants for absentee
ballots that any person authorized by the voter to
return the ballot must provide the voter with a
receipt and the poll worker, upon request, with
photographic identification.
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.

SB 100 (Burton) –  Presidential primaries.
Revises procedures for tabulating and reporting
ballots cast at presidential primary elections. It
requires the ballots to be tabulated by the number
of votes each presidential candidate receives, the
number of votes each candidate receives from
voters within each of the political parties and from
voters who are not members of any party.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

ENVIRONMENT / NATURAL RESOURCES

AB 18 (Villaraigosa-Keeley) -  Park bonds.
Enacts the Villaraigosa-Keeley Safe Neighborhood
Parks, Clean Water, and Coastal Protection Bond
Act of 2000 which, if adopted, authorizes general
obligation bonds in the amount of $2.1 billion for
purposes of financing a program for the acquisition,
development, improvement, rehabilitation,
restoration, enhancement, and protection of park,
recreational, cultural historical, fish, and wildlife,
lake, riparian, reservoir, river, and coastal
resources.
Status: Signed into law by  the Governor.
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AB 64 (Ducheny) - Public beach restoration.
Provides $35 million annually for three years to the
Department of Boating and Waterways to fund
sand replenishment/beach restoration projects.
Status: Signed into law by  the Governor.

AB  75 (Strom-Martin) – State agency recycling.
Requires each state agency to develop an
integrated waste management program before
January 1, 2001.  Requires all state agencies and
large state facilities (including prisons and state
and community colleges) to divert 25% of their solid
waste from landfills by January 1, 2002, and 50%
by January 1, 2004.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 492 (Wayne) – Coastal protection.
Prohibits the transfer or sale of coastal land from
the state to private entities if the land has existing
or potential public accessways to or from the sea.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 511 (Wayne) -  Coastal pollution.
Strengthens the California Coastal Act by requiring
that all new development within the coastal zone
comply with specific measures to control and
reduce nonpoint source pollution. Although
nonpoint source pollution is one of the primary
causes of coastal water pollution, water quality
officials have primarily focused on controlling
discharges from point sources such as factory
pipes and municipal sewage treatment plants.
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.

AB 538 (Wayne) - Beach safety.
Requires that, should beaches have continuously
high bacteria levels, local officials must go
“upstream” to identify the sources of this pollution
and report it to the appropriate state agencies.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 604 (Jackson) - Control of polluted runoff.   
Strengthens existing programs designed to control
nonpoint source pollution, or polluted runoff, one of
the primary sources of the state's water pollution.
Seeks to more effectively carry out the state's
nonpoint source pollution control program by
requiring the State Water Board, in consultation

with the other regulatory agencies, to develop
measurable performance goals and strategies that
ensure that nonpoint source control measures are
put into place in a coordinated fashion.   
Status: Vetoed by the Governor.

AB 642 (Lempert) – Wetlands mitigation
banking.  Enacts a program to protect and improve
wetlands by establishing criteria for creating and
maintaining new wetlands in close proximity to
areas where current wetlands will be destroyed by
development projects.
Status:  Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.

AB 680 (Lempert) - Inland oil spill prevention.
Creates incentives to prevent oil spills in inland
waters by significantly increasing the penalties that
apply when oil is negligently or intentionally spilled
from pipelines, oil production facilities, railroads,
refineries, and tankers.   
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.

AB 703 (Lempert) – Non-indigenous species.
Establishes a process for controlling the discharge
of ballast water from vessels arriving at California
ports from international waters to prevent
discharges of non-indigenous species (NIS)into
state and federal waters. Such discharges are
exacting increasing costs on the nation’s economy,
environment and human health.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 989 (Lowenthal) – Coastal Act enforcement.
Gives the Coastal Commission an efficient and
inexpensive enforcement tool by allowing the
Commission to record a notice of violation on
property developed in violation of the Coastal Act.
This procedure will serve to warn potential buyers
that a property is not in compliance with coastal
protection laws.
Status: Vetoed by the Governor.

AB 1055 (Villaraigosa)_ - Playground safety.
Establishes a grant program to assist local
agencies with the costs of upgrading or improving
unsafe public playgrounds and requires that 50%
the funds be expended on recycled materials.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.
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AB 1207 (Shelley) - Healthy Schools Act of
1999.
Prohibits the use of certain pesticides at schools.
Requires the recording of pesticide use by licensed
pest control operators.  Requires the notification of
parents when pesticides are applied.  Establishes
toxic pest management training for school
personnel.  Tests schools for radon.  Requires
schools to test their drinking water systems for lead
and requires them to develop management
practices for achieving healthy indoor air quality.
Status: Vetoed by the Governor.

AB 1287 (Davis) – Boating safety.
Requires children 11 years and younger who are
on a motorboat, sailboat, or vessel that is 26 feet or
less in length, and any person on board a personal
watercraft or any person being towed behind a
vessel on water skis or a similar device, to wear a
Coast Guard-approved personal flotation device.
Requires the Department of Boating and
Waterways to develop a model educational course
for the instruction of recreational boaters in safe
boating principles and regulations, and may include
education on protecting the environment.
Status: Vetoed by the Governor.

AB 1584 (Machado) – Safe drinking water.
Enacts the Safe Drinking Water, Clean Water,
Watershed Protection, and Flood Protection Act
which would authorize, for purposes of financing a
safe drinking, water quality, flood protection, and
water reliability program, the issuance of bonds in
the amount of $1,765,500,000.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 1680 (Jackson) - Environmental Health
Policy Institute.
Establishes the Environmental Health Policy
Institute in the State Department of Health Services
to research long-term public health problems that
have environmental or workplace origins, analyze
the policy options available for addressing these
types of problems, and recommend feasible
solutions that can be implemented.
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.

HR 20 (Jackson) – Offshore oil.
Memorializes the federal government to enact
legislation imposing a permanent ban on offshore
drilling off the California coast.
Status: Adopted by the Assembly.

SB 332 (Sher) – Bottle bill expansion.
Substantially improves recycling rates by
expanding the scope of the state’s bottle bill
program to include more than 2 billion glass, plastic
and metal containers sold in California not currently
in the program and provides additional funding to
expand curbside recycling.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

SB 496 (Sher) – Wild & Scenic River system.
Includes 39 miles of the South Yuba River from
Lang Crossing to its confluence with Kentucky
Creek in the state Wild and Scenic River system.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION

AB 214 (Wiggins) – US materials preference

Establishes preferences for the purchase of United
States and California manufactured materials with
respect to public works contracts entered into by
public entities.
Status: Vetoed by the Governor.

AB 1234 (Shelley) – Website notification.
Requires state bodies to provide meeting notices
on the Internet and to provide on written meeting
notices the website where Internet notices are
available.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 1385 (Battin) – Indian gaming compacts.
Ratifies tribal-state gaming compacts between the
state and 57 federally recognized Indian tribes
pursuant to the federal Indian Gaming Regulatory
Act of 1988. Establishes licensing fees to be used
for, among other things, payments to non-gaming
tribes, gambling addiction research and to
reimburse local and state agencies for regulatory
costs associated with these compacts.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.
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AB 1595 (Migden) – Warning labels on cigars.   
Requires the placing of one of three warning labels
on cigar packages effective September 1, 2000.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

SCA 11 (Burton) – Indian gaming casinos.
Authorizes the Governor to negotiate and conclude
compacts, subject to ratification by the Legislature,
for the operation of slot machines and for the
conduct of lottery games and banking card games
by federally recognized Indian tribes on Indian
lands in accordance with federal law.  Also
expressly permits slot machines, lottery games,
and banking card games to be conducted and
operated on tribal lands subject to these compacts.
Status: Signed into law by  the Governor.

HEALTH CARE REFORM

AB 12 (Davis) - Health care:  second opinions.
Requires health care service plans to provide or
authorize second medical opinions.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 34 (Steinberg) - Mental health services.
Appropriates $10 million for a grant program for
one year in up to three counties to demonstrate
that comprehensive resources can be provided to
severely mentally ill adults who are homeless,
recently released from a county jail, or otherwise at
risk of homelessness or incarceration.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 39 (Hertzberg) - Contraceptive drugs.
Establishes the Women’s Contraception Equity Act,
which requires HMO contracts to cover prescription
contraceptive methods.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 40 (Wayne) – Breast cancer.
Establishes the Breast Cancer Treatment Program
to provide breast cancer treatment services to
uninsured and underinsured women with incomes
up to 200 percent of the federal poverty level.
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.

AB 43 (Villaraigosa) - Healthy Families.
Revises the Healthy Families Program eligibility

requirements to allow children, their parents and
pregnant women in families with incomes of up to
300% of the federal poverty level to enroll in the
program; prevents eligibility from being denied
based on date of entry into the United States; and
establishes 12-months continuous eligibility for
children and six-months continuous eligibility for
adults in managed care plans.
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.

AB 55 (Migden) – Independent review.
Provides that enrollees may seek an independent
review whenever health care services have been
denied, delayed, or otherwise limited by a plan or
one of its contracting providers based on a finding
that the service is not medically necessary or
appropriate, and would not exclude Medi-Cal or
Medicare beneficiaries from participation.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 58 (Davis) - Physicians and surgeons.
Ensures that the ultimate responsibility for the
denial or limitation of health care services rests with
a California licensed physician who is accountable
to the CA Medical Board.
Status: Vetoed by the Governor.

AB 78 (Gallegos) – Managed care.
Transfers responsibility for the implementation of
programs to the Department of Managed Care in
the State Business, Transportation, and Housing
Agency, established pursuant to the bill, and makes
conforming changes.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 88 (Thomson) - Mental illness.
Requires a health care service plan contract or
disability insurance policy to provide coverage for
the severe mental illness and for the serious
emotional disturbances of a child.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB  254 (Cedillo) – Nonprofit health facilities.
Requires nonprofit health facilities to obtain the
consent of the Attorney General prior to the sale,
transfer or lease of a material amount of assets to
another nonprofit corporation.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.
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AB 285 (Corbett) – Medical advice phone
service.
Requires health insurers that provide telephone
medical advice to patients to employ only health
care providers licensed to provide that service, and
requires that they be supervised by a California-
licensed physician.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 394 (Kuehl) - Health facilities:  Nursing staff.
Establishes staffing ratios for nurses in hospitals
and limits the nursing-related duties that may be
performed by unlicensed personnel.   
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB  437 (Wesson) – Youth access to tobacco.
Continuously appropriates $2 million in each fiscal
year from the General Fund to the Department of
Health Services for the Stop Tobacco Access to
Kids Enforcement (STAKE) program, intended to
reduce youth access to illegal tobacco sales.
Status: Vetoed by the Governor.

AB 549 (Gallegos) - Health care coverage.
Permits the Office of Statewide Health Planning
and Development to commission a study of market
need and feasibility, to enable the Federal Housing
Administration to make insured loans available for
construction financing, modernization equipment,
refinancing, remodeling, and expansion, and help
hospitals meet seismic safety requirements.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 591 (Wayne) – Health care plans.
Requires health care service plans and disability
insurers to cover clinical trial costs.
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.

AB 610 (Jackson) - Children's cancer.
Requires health insurers to provide coverage for
patient care costs incurred in connection with FDA-
approved clinical trial programs for the treatment of
children’s cancer.
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.

AB 892 (Alquist) – Hospice care.
Requires health care service plans to provide
hospice care as a basic health care service.

Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB  1047 (Firebaugh) - AIDS:  drug treatments.
Requires all antiviral drugs approved by the federal
Food and Drug Administration for the treatment of
HIV or AIDS to be made available within 30 days.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 1124 (Havice) - Health insurance:  choice of
physician.
Empowers health plan patients to choose among
the qualified health providers within a plan’s
network of providers, both for primary care and
other medically necessary covered services.
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.

AB  1253 (Nakano) – Health care for poor
children.
Establishes a three-year pilot program at the
Venice Family Clinic to provide health care
services to poor children and adults who are not
eligible for public or private health care coverage.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB  1363 (Davis) – School health centers.
Establishes a variety of guidelines and
requirements for school health centers (SHC) and
allows those which meet required conditions to be
included as traditional and safety net providers that
can contract with health plans participating in the
Healthy Families Program. Permits a variety of
reproductive health, drug and alcohol, and other
specialized services to be provided at a SHC.
Status: Vetoed by the Governor.

AB  1545 (Correa) – Prescription drugs.
Permits nurse practitioners and physician
assistants, in specified circumstances, to furnish
prescription drugs to patients in their place of
practice, as long as certain conditions are met.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 1621 (Thomson) – Health care: doctor-
patient relationships.
Prohibits health maintenance organizations (HMO)
and their non-physician employees from interfering
in the doctor-patient relationship. Prohibits HMOs
from practicing medicine and allows the Attorney
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General to come to the aid of HMO patients.
Creates a consumer-friendly independent review.
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.

SB 5 (Rainey) – Breast cancer.
Prohibits the denial of enrollment or coverage to an
individual solely due to a family history of breast
cancer, or who has had one or more diagnostic
procedures for breast disease but has not
developed or been diagnosed with breast cancer.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

SB 19 (Figueroa) – Medical records privacy.
Makes it a wobbler for contractors of health care
providers to intentionally share, sell or use
confidential medical records for commercial
purposes, regardless of whether the patient
suffered any loss or injury.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

SB 21 (Figueroa) – Putting doctors in charge.
Provides that health plans shall be legally
responsible to patients to ensure that health care
providers, rather than the health plans, are in
charge of patient care.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

SB 59 (Perata) – Denial of treatment.
Requires health plans and health insurers to adopt
and follow specified policies and procedures when
determining whether to authorize or deny treatment
including responding within five days when a
patient’s recovery is in jeopardy.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

SB 64 (Solis) – Diabetes coverage.
Requires health insurers to provide coverage for
specified equipment and supplies for the
management and treatment of diabetes when
medically necessary or appropriate.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

SB 97 (Burton) - Health facilities.
Prohibits a health facility from discriminating
against a patient or employee who presents a
grievance or cooperates in any investigation
against that facility.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor

SB 189 (Schiff) - Independent review.
Establishes an independent review process for
health insurance beneficiaries in the event they are
denied care and are unsatisfied with the result of
the insurer’s internal grievance process.
Status: Signed into law by  the Governor.

SB 205 (Perata) – Cancer screening.
Requires that every health care service plan
contract provide coverage for all generally
medically accepted cancer screening tests.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

HOUSING

AB 97 (Torlakson) - Low income housing.
Deletes the January 1, 2000 sunset date for
California’s low-income housing credit program and
establishes an annual tax credit limit of $50 million.
The state’s low income housing tax credit program
is one of the few remaining resources for affordable
housing but it is scheduled to expire.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 398 (Migden) – Housing bonds.
Proposes to the voters a $750 million general
obligation bonds for state housing programs.
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.

AB  423 (Dutra) – Fire protection.
Requires the installation of fire retardant roofing
material when repairing, altering, or replacing an
existing roof.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 479 (Wiggins) – Mobilehome parks.
Requires that mobilehome park management must
provide and maintain physical improvements in the
common areas using funds acquired through
payment of rent and prohibits additional fees from
being imposed for these purposes.
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.
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AB  643 (Wesson) – Low-income housing.
Establishes a YouthBuild Program within the
Employment Development Department to provide
grants to organizations which employ and train
disadvantaged youth in conjunction with the
construction or rehabilitation of housing for low-
income and other specified populations.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB  919 (Dutra) – Affordable housing.
Makes changes to law which prohibits a local
government from disapproving an affordable
housing development.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 1001 (Villaraigosa) – Housing
discrimination.
Amends the Fair Employment and Housing Act to
prohibit discrimination on the basis of sexual
orientation and deletes a similar provision in the
Labor Code. Codifies current case law regarding
housing discrimination.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 1396 (Lowenthal) – Housing.
Establishes the CA Housing Preservation Program
to make low-cost, long-term loans to purchase
multifamily housing projects to maintain the
affordability of units that will otherwise terminate
their federal low-income housing contracts.
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.

SB 476 (Chesbro) –  Liquid propane.
Caps the price a moblehome park manager may
charge mobilehome park residents for liquid
propane to 110 percent of the actual price paid,
when the residents can only purchase their
propane from the park management.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

HUMAN SERVICES

AB 105 (Alquist) - Child care and development
services.
Requires the Child Development Programs
Advisory Committee, in consultation with the State
Department of Education and the State Department
of Social Services, to develop a child care master
plan by January 1, 2002, and submit it to the
Legislature by February 1, 2002.
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.

AB 150 (Aroner) – Child support reform.
Requires the Department of Social Services,
through the Franchise Tax Board as its agent, to
develop, implement, and maintain the California
Child Support Automation System, creating a single
statewide automated system to facilitate the
exchange of case information between counties,
making it harder for noncustodial parents to escape
responsibility and easier for custodial parents to
work with the system.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 278 (Honda)  - Foster care costs.
Permits counties to pay licensed foster family
homes and relative caregivers for the cost of child
care for foster children through age 12.
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.

AB  370 (Wright) – Child support order
compliance.
Requires state licenses, including drivers’ licenses,
to be reinstated within five days of notification that a
child support obligor has complied with a  support
order and requires family support notices to include
the date on which they were calculated.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 472 (Aroner) - Child support services.
Provides parents with the right to a fair hearing to
address accounting, distribution and arrearage
disputes concerning child support collections.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

AB 724 (Dutra) - Year 2000 problem.   
Enacts the Year 2000 Problem Good Government
Omnibus Act of 1999.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 991 (Papan) – High speed line sharing.
Requires the California Public Utilities Commission
to monitor and participate in the Federal
Communication Commission’s (FCC) proceeding
examining line sharing. If the FCC issues an order
regarding line sharing, the CPUC shall implement
that order, as it determines appropriate, within 90
days. If the FCC does not issue an order by
January 1, 2000, then the CPUC shall examine the
technical feasibility of allowing competitive local
exchange carriers to provide high bandwidth data
services (high speed data) over a single telephone
line provided by the incumbent local telephone
company and adopt appropriate rules.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

SB  1016 (Bowen) – E-mail privacy.
Prohibits an employer from monitoring the
electronic mail (e-mail) or other personal computer
records generated by an employee without first
advising the employee of the employer’s policy
allowing review of such files.
Status: Vetoed by the Governor.

INSURANCE

AB 539 (Papan) – Cancer.
Removes the requirement that a firefighter or
peace officer prove a reasonable link between a
carcinogen and the disabling cancer before the
cancer is presumed compensable.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 600 (Knox) - Holocaust victims relief.
Requires the Dept. of Insurance to establish and
maintain a public directory related to Holocaust
victim insurance policies.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB  802 (Dutra) – Insurance policy disclosure.
Requires every insurance policy, and insurance
premium billing statement, to disclose the amount
of periodic finance charges and any associated
annual percentage rate.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

SB 171 (Escutia) and SB 527 (Speier)
Requires insurers that participate in the California
Assigned Risk Plan to also participate in a pilot
program for the County of Los Angeles and City
and County of San Francisco to offer, until January
1, 2004, a low-cost automobile insurance policy.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

JUDICIARY

AB 196 (Kuehl) - Child support reform.
Restructures the state’s child support enforcement
program to significantly increase accountability and
responsibility for the program and maximize
collection and delivery of child support to the
children and families to whom it is owed.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 177 (Papan) - Filing fee surcharge:
children's waiting rooms.
Authorizes the board of supervisors of any county
to impose a one-time surcharge of $2-$5 on the
filing fees for various civil actions for the purpose of
funding a children’s waiting room in Superior court.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 403 (Romero) - Domestic violence.
Allows for immediate access to domestic violence
reports for the purpose of establishing temporary
restraining orders and permanent restraining
orders.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 592 (Migden) - Jury fees.
Increases the fees paid to jurors from $5 to $12.50
per day.
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.

AB  808 (Strom-Martin) – Spousal support:
domestic violence.
Includes among the factors the court is required to
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consider in setting a spousal support award,
consideration of emotional distress caused by
domestic violence.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 825 (Keeley) - Domestic violence.
Sets up unified standards for temporary restraining
orders.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 1380 (Villaraigosa) – Medical Injury
Compensation Reform Act (MICRA) cap.
Applies a cost-of-living index to the current
$250,000 cap on non-economic damages in
medical malpractice suits.
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.

SB 26 (Escutia) – Age discrimination.
Rejects the Court of Appeal opinion in Marks v.
Loral Corp., and declares the intent of the
Legislature that the use of salary as the basis for
differentiating between employees when
terminating employment may be found to constitute
age discrimination if such use adversely impacts
older workers as a group.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

SB 75 (Murray) – Domestic partners.
Enacts the Domestic Partnership Act of 1999,
which would define “domestic partners” and provide
for the registration of domestic partnerships with
the Secretary of State.  Requires a health facility to
allow a patient's domestic partner and other
specified persons to visit a patient, except under
specified conditions.
Status: Vetoed by the Governor.

SB 209 (Burton) – Deceased celebrities.
Enacts the Astaire Celebrity Image Protection Act
to provide greater protections to the heirs of
deceased celebrities by broadening the right to
publicity that is descendible to them.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

SB 1237 (Escutia) – Third party lawsuits.
Reinstates the ability of consumers to sue the
responsible party’s insurance company for acting in
bad faith in handling valid insurance claims.

Status: Signed into law by the Governor.
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LABOR AND WORKING FAMILIES

 AB 26 (Migden) – Domestic partners.
Establishes the definition for domestic partnerships
and creates a statewide domestic partners through
the Secretary of State’s office.  Specifies that
domestic partnerships are limited to two adults of
the same sex; opposite sex couples may apply
when one or both adults are 62 years of age or
older.  Also authorizes state and local employers to
offer health care coverage and other benefits to
domestic partners of qualified employees.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 60 (Knox) - 8-hour day.
Re-establishes the 8-hour day for overtime pay for
most industries.  Allows for flexible work schedules
as long as employees agree by a 2/3 vote.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 107 (Knox) - Public employees health
benefits: domestic partners.
Provides employers whose employees participate
in the California Public Employees Retirement
System's health care program the option to extend
health benefits coverage to the domestic partners
of their employees and annuitants.
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.

AB 109 (Knox) – Sick leave.
Requires an employer who provides sick leave for
employees to permit an employee to use the sick
leave to attend to the illness of a child, parent, or
spouse of the employee.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor

AB 114 (Florez) – Disaster relief.
Provides disaster relief to businesses, individuals
and local agencies who suffered losses as a result
of a freeze or any other related casualty sustained
in any county of the state declared a disaster area
in the winter of 1998-99.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 418 (Firebaugh) - Overtime.
Requires the Labor Commissioner to report to the
Legislature by July 1, 2000, on the effect of

mandatory overtime on workers, particularly with
regard to those in telecommunications.
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.

AB 553 (Strom-Martin) - Child protection
Authorizes contracting agencies of the Public
Employees’ Retirement System (CalPERS) to
voluntarily include as local safety employees for
retirement benefits county protective service
workers who provide protective services to children
who are victims of criminal neglect or
abandonment.
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.

AB 574 (Hertzberg) – Responsible bidder.
Clarifies the definition of the term "responsible
bidder" and authorizes public entities to require
uniform questionnaires and financial statements
from bidders so that the "lowest bid," when
achieved by paying lower wages and reducing
safety standards, does not have to be accepted.
Public entities that choose to maintain higher
standards will be able to do so.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 633 (Steinberg) - Underground economy.
Streamlines the enforcement procedures of wage
and hour abuses in the garment industry. Designed
to stem a large and growing underground economy
of garment industry employers who are chronic
violators of wage and hour, safety, and tax laws.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB  1127 (Steinberg) – Worker safety.
Increases the civil and criminal penalties for
violations of worker safety laws.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB  1395 (Correa) – Whistleblower protections.
Requires the Division of Labor Standards
Enforcement to protect the confidentiality of any
employee who reports a violation regarding public
works projects.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 1411 (Longville) - Firefighters Procedural
Bill of Rights Act.
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Establishes the Firefighters Procedural Bill of
Rights permitting firefighters to engage in political
activity and requiring certain procedures for the
investigation and interrogation of firefighters.
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.

AB 1652 (Steinberg) – Underground economy.
Improves the enforcement procedures of  wage
and hour laws under the Labor Commissioner.
This is a companion bill to SB 633, and both are
aimed at serious repeat violators of wage and
safety laws met to protect their employees.
Status: Vetoed by the Governor.

SB 16 (Burton/Villaraigosa)  - Prevailing wages.
Codifies 40 years of existing practice of how
prevailing wages are set in California by
establishing the modal rate as the prevailing rate.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

SB 320 (Solis) – Workers’ compensation.
Increases workers’ compensation benefits, and
additionally adds new staffing positions for the
workers’ compensation courts. Increases workers’
compensation benefits by about 15.7%, phased in
over a six-year period.
Status: Vetoed by the Governor.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

AB 112 (Florez) – Tobacco settlement.
Specifies that all of the money recovered by cities
and counties from the tobacco settlement is
available to cities and counties for any purpose.
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.

AB 178 (Torlakson) – Big box retailers.
Prohibits cities, counties, and redevelopment
agencies from offering any financial assistance to
an auto dealership or a “big box” retailer that
relocates from one city or county to another
community in the same market area, unless the
receiving community offers a contract to share
some of the resulting sales tax revenues with the
other city or county.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 708 (Vincent) – Parks and recreation.
Creates the Youth Recreation and Enrichment
Opportunity Fund  to provide competitive grants to
city and county parks and recreation agencies,
park and recreation districts and nonprofit youth
service organizations youth programs.
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.

AB 1630 (Lowenthal) – Harbor area
incorporation study.
Appropriates $320,000 from the General Fund to
the Los Angeles County LAFCO, to study whether
it is feasible for the Harbor Area communities to
detach from the City of Los Angeles and to
incorporate into their own city.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

SB 3 (Rainey) – Library bond.
Enacts the California Reading and Literacy
Improvement and Public Library Construction and
Renovation Bond Act of 2000 to provide $350
million in general obligation bonds for public library
construction and renovation, to be submitted to the
voters at the March 7, 2000 general election.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

Valley Succession Study Funding.
The State Budget Act provides $1.8 million to
finance the proposed San Fernando Valley
succession from the City of Los Angeles.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

PUBLIC SAFETY

AB 106 (Scott) – Guns: safety trigger locks.   
Beginning January 1, 2002, requires all firearms
sold or manufactured in the state to be
accompanied by an approved safety device and a
warning.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 157 (Reyes) - Rural crime.
Creates an eight-county regional task force on rural
crime prevention.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 182 (Ackerman) - Privacy.
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Makes it a misdemeanor to secretly photograph or
videotape under or through the clothing of another
person under circumstances in which the victim
has a reasonable expectation of privacy.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 202 (Knox)  - One-gun-a-month.
Prohibits individuals from purchasing more than
one concealable firearm within a 30-day period.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 208 (Knox) – Murder.   
Requires that a person who commits first-degree
murder be punished by life imprisonment without
the possibility of parole if the victim was
intentionally killed because of the victim’s actual or
perceived disability, gender, or sexual orientation.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 221 (Wildman) & AB 293 (Wesson) – Laser
pointers: penalties.
Extends the misdemeanor penalty of aiming or
pointing a laser scope at another person in a
threatening manner. Also imposes a maximum
penalty of six months in jail for the threatening use
of a laser pointer or laser scope when the victim is
a police officer.
Status: Both signed into law by the Governor.

AB 273 (Scott) – Violent crimes near schools.   
Creates a one-year imprisonment enhancement for
violent crimes committed on K-12 students on or
near a school campus.
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.

AB 295 (Corbett) – Gun shows.
Proposes changes to the laws regulating gun
shows, gun show promoters and vendors.
Obligates the promoter to notify law enforcement
regarding specified details of the gun show.
Requires each gun show to have a “security plan,”
a minimum $1 million insurance policy, and signs
posted with information for attendees.  Creates the
Gun Show Enforcement and Security Act of 2000.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB  662 (Wesson) – State preemption on asset
forfeiture cases.

Provides the procedures governing asset forfeiture
in non-drug cases. Declares that state law provides
"exclusive statewide law and procedures for asset
forfeiture" and that the state or local entity
prosecuting the action has the burden of proving
beyond a reasonable doubt that the property is
forfeitable and a judgment of forfeiture will not be
entered unless a defendant is first convicted of a
specified offense.
Status: Vetoed by the Governor.
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AB 834 (Cardoza) – Falsification of vehicle
insurance documents.
Makes it a felony to produce or sell any false,
altered, or forged document of evidence of
automobile insurance, and makes it a
misdemeanor to possess such documents or to
present them to a peace officer or the Department
of Motor Vehicles.
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.

AB 979 (Florez) - Methamphetamine.
Establishes the nine-county Central Valley
Methamphetamine Task Force for the purpose of
implementing a comprehensive strategy to reduce
the incidence of methamphetamine manufacturing
and trafficking.
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.

AB 988 (Lowenthal) – Firearms.
Prohibits any city or county from granting licenses
to an applicant to sell firearms out of a “residential
dwelling.”
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.

AB  1050 (Wright) – Anti-fraud act.
Establishes the Organized Crime Prevention and
Victim Protection Act of 1999, which increases auto
insurance anti-fraud funding, targets fraud control
activities, and makes other reforms related to
insurance fraud.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 1142 (Soto) – Improper firearm storage.
Expands the existing penalties for criminal storage
of a firearm to include such storage when a minor
is under 18 years (currently sixteen). Creates a
new penalty for criminal storage of any firearm,
whether unloaded or not, when no injury occurs but
the minor brings the firearm to any public or private
K-12 school or school event.
Status: Vetoed by the Governor.

AB 1150 (Thompson) - Driving under the
influence.
Makes driving under the influence of drugs or
alcohol and negligently causing great bodily injury
inflicted upon a peace officer in the performance of

his or her duties punishable by 16 months, two, or
four years in the state prison.
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.
AB  1151 (Leach) – Boating safety.
Enhances the penalties for vessel operators
involved in boating accidents resulting in injury.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB  1284 (Jackson) – Stalking.
Adds felony witness intimidation and terrorist
threats to the provision in current law which
prohibits persons arrested for specified offenses
from being released on their own recognizance or
on bail in an amount more or less than the bail
schedule without a hearing in open court. Requires
the county sheriff to give notice to the prosecuting
attorney’s office of the release on bail of any
person arrested on a charge of stalking.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 1391 (Hertzberg) – Forensic laboratories
bond.
Creates the "Hertzberg-Polanco Forensic
Laboratories Construction Act" which authorizes
the construction and remodeling of forensic
laboratories.  Provides for a revenue bond in an
amount not to exceed $220 million to finance
construction, renovation, and infrastructure costs
for state and local forensic laboratories.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB  1440 (Migden) – Prisoner interviews.
Requires the Department of Corrections (CDC),
upon reasonable notice, to permit representatives
of the news media to interview prisoners in person
or randomly, as specified, and would prohibit the
interview of a prisoner or parolee against his or her
will.  Requires CDC to permit the news media to
receive confidential correspondence from a
prisoner, except as specified.
Status: Vetoed by the Governor.

AB  1458 (Wiggins) – Sexually violent predator.
Expands the scope of existing sexually violent
predator statutes to include persons who commit
non-forcible acts of child molestation and
continuous sexual abuse of a child.
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate
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AB 1535 (Florez) – Prison construction.
Authorizes the construction of the Delano II State
Prison.  Provides that Delano II shall not be
occupied until the State Department of Corrections
has made available a total of 9,000 in-prison
therapeutic beds.  Appropriates $24 million for site
acquisition and required planning and reports, and
appropriates $15.5 million for new parole officers.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 1540 (Vincent) – Animals:  abandonment.
Makes it a misdemeanor to willfully abandon any
animal.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB  1586 (Florez) – Peace officer protection.
Allows a peace officer to prohibit a public agency
from posting his or her photograph on the Internet.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

SB  15 (Polanco) – Unsafe handguns.
Makes it a misdemeanor for any person in
California to manufacture, import for sale, offer for
sale, give, or lend any “unsafe handgun,” as
defined by this bill.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

SB 23     (Perata and Villaraigosa) - Assault
weapons.
Adds a “generic” definition of assault weapons to
the Assault Weapons Control Act of 1989.  Makes
manufacturing, importing, selling, lending, or giving
of a large-capacity magazine, any ammunition
feeding device with a capacity to accept more than
10 rounds an alternate felony/misdemeanor.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

SB 78 (Murray) – Racial profiling.
Requires each member of the California Highway
Patrol to report to the commissioner, for each stop,
in the manner prescribed by the commissioner, as
to the number of motor vehicle drivers stopped by
law enforcement, whether or not a citation or
warning was issued, certain demographic
information regarding race and ethnicity.
Status: Vetoed by the Governor.

SB  103 (Johannessen) – Dangerous dogs.
Increases the penalty if a dog bites a human on two
separate occasions or on one occasion causing
substantial physical injury.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

SB 334  (Alpert) – Juvenile Justice
Enacts the "No More Victims Violence Prevention
and School Safety 2000 Strategy." Provides
funding for school counselors, phones in
classrooms, and other keys to safe schools,
requires safety plans for all schools, provides
funding for youth violence prevention programs,
coordinates safe schools efforts between the AG
and the Superintendent of Public Instruction,
requires mandatory secured detention for minors
charged with firearm crimes and automatic adult
court for some violent juvenile offenders, focuses
attention on neighborhood gang control strategy,
enhances victims’ rights in juvenile proceedings,
and improves communication between schools and
the juvenile justice system.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

SB  873 (Vasconcellos) – Three Strikes study.
Requires the Legislative Analyst to study aspects of
the “Three Strikes” law and report its findings to the
Legislature by December 31, 2000. The study shall
also include an assessment of the cost to victims
as a result of being victimized and the consequent
costs to state and local governments.
Status: Vetoed by the Governor.

SB  1199 (Costa) – Sex offenders: notification.
Requires CDC to notify local law enforcement and
child welfare offices of sex offenders paroled into
the community.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

RULES

ACR 87 (Villaraigosa): Aid to victims of Turkish
earthquake.
Expresses support for the people of Turkey as they
seek to recover and rebuild their country after the
recent devastating earthquake. Further
encourages the people of California to give
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generously to charitable organizations which are
active in earthquake relief efforts.
Status: Adopted by the Legislature.

SENIORS

AB 59 (Cedillo) - Senior/dependent adult abuse.
Provides a mechanism for elder and dependent
adults to obtain restraining orders against an
unrelated adult who is abusing them physically,
emotionally or financially.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 757 (Gallegos) – Prescription drugs.
Requires the State Department of Health Services
to take various actions regarding the provision of
pharmaceutical assistance education and outreach
for the elderly, including encouraging Medicare
recipients who qualify for, but do not participate in,
the Medi-Cal program to apply for Medi-Cal
benefits, including coverage for prescription drugs.
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.

AB 1160 (Shelley) - Long-term health care.
Establishes goals for direct care staffing in skilled
nursing facilities (SNF), revises the calculation for
determining nursing hours in SNFs and
intermediate care facilities; requires disclosure of
licensee information; requires a report on SNF
reimbursement rates be submitted to the
Legislature; and makes several other changes to
existing law impacting nursing homes.
Status: Vetoed by the Governor.

AB 1499 (Lowenthal) – Senior/dependent abuse
reporting.
Requires staff training to recognize and report
abuse in nursing homes and non-medical
community care facilities.
Status: Signed into law by  the Governor.

TRANSPORTATION

AB 15 (Gallegos) -  School buses: Seat belts.
Requires that school buses manufactured on or
after January 1, 2002, and sold in California must
be equipped with a passenger restraint system.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 102 (Wildman) – Soundwalls.
Requires expenditures for retrofit soundwalls along
freeways on a 1989 project priority list to be funded
prior to making state funds available for
interregional and regional capital improvement
projects in the State Transportation Improvement
Program (STIP). Also requires the expenditure of
funds for the development of a waterborne transit
system in the San Francisco Bay Area prior to
funding state and local STIP projects.
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.

AB 134 (Thomson) - Traffic signals for bicycles.
Authorizes the use of specialized traffic control
signals for bicycles.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 555 (Reyes) – Farm labor vehicle safety.
Requires the Labor Commissioner to provide the
California Highway Patrol with a list of all registered
farm labor vehicles on a quarterly basis. Extends
the inspection liability for farm labor vehicles to
vehicle owners and farm labor contractors and
increases fines for violations of inspection
requirements for farm labor vehicles.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB  597 (Longville) – Local highway design.
Establishes an "internal working group" at CalTrans
to develop flexible statewide highway design
standards for highways within the state, taking into
account highway beautification, scenic qualities,
history and neighborhood factors when designing
local highways.
Status: Vetoed by the Governor.

AB 872 (Alquist) – Transportation funding.
Allows a local agency to pay for a transportation
project included in the State Transportation
Improvement Program and later be reimbursed by
the State in order to start the project sooner. The
bill also streamlines the transfer of state funds for a
local or regional project.
Status: Passed by Assembly; pending in Senate.

AB 1165 (Florez) – Farm labor vehicle
inspections.
Requires that any farm labor vehicle be equipped
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with safety belts. Requires the operator of a farm
labor vehicle to request the scheduling of the
currently required safety inspection by the
California Highway Patrol (CHP). Requires the
CHP to develop an “800' telephone number system
to facilitate the public reporting of safety related
violations of farm labor vehicles.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB  1475 (Soto) – Safe routes to school.
Appropriates federal transportation safety funds
California receives through the federal Hazard
Elimination/Safety Program to be used by local
governments to improve school area safety by
installing new crosswalks, building bicycle paths
and lanes, constructing sidewalks where none
exist, and implementing traffic calming programs in
neighborhoods around schools.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

UTILITIES & COMMERCE

AB 406 (Villaraigosa/Knox) – Telephone area
codes.
Requires the California Public Utilities Commission
to develop and implement available measures to
efficiently allocate telephone numbers and to
address the proliferation of telephone area codes.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

VETERANS

AB 92 (Floyd) – Veterans: Inspector General.
Creates an Inspector General for Veterans Affairs
who would be responsible for reviewing the
operations and financial condition of each Veterans
Home, the Veterans Farm and Home Purchase
Program and other veterans programs supported
by the state.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

AB 193 (Cardoza) – Veterans Homes.
Establishes a Governor’s Commission on California
Veterans Homes consisting of 12 appointed and ex
officio members to advise the Governor and the
Legislature on the establishment of veterans
homes in California.  Requires the commission to
report to the Governor and the Legislature on or
before October 1, 2001, concerning its findings and
recommendations for the development and
construction of activities of veterans homes in
California.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.

SB 630 (Dunn) – Veterans Home Bond Act.
Enacts the Veterans’ Homes Bond Act of 2000
which, upon approval of the state electorate in the
March 2000 primary election, would authorize the
issuance of bonds in the amount of $50 million for
the design and construction of veterans’ homes
and the renovation of the veterans’ homes
described in specified provisions of existing law.
Status: Signed into law by the Governor.
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SB 23 Perata-Villaraigosa
SB 26 Escutia
SB 59 Perata
SB 64 Solis
SB 75 Murray
SB 78 Murray
SB 97 Burton
SB 100 Burton
SB 103 Johannessen
SB 160 Peace
SB 164 Escutia
SB 171 Schiff
SB 189 Johnston
SB 205 Perata
SB 209 Burton
SB 320 Solis
SB 332 Sher
SB 334 Alpert
SB 410 Escutia
SB 476 Chesbro
SB 496 Sher
SB 527 Speier
SB 603 Speier
SB 630 Dunn
SB 645 Burton
SB 688 Burton
SB 705 Sher
SB 873 Vasconcellos
SB 926 Speier
SB 934 Burton
SB 1016 Bowen
SB 1041 Vasconcellos
SB 1199 Costa
SB 1237 Escutia
SCA11 Burton


